
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – April 8, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Commissioner Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Commissioner Kasko, 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the 

Borough Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve 

them as posted for the meeting of March 25, 2014.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded 

the motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

The Commissioners presented Mike Stolarick and George Dieser from the Haddonfield 

Lions' Club with a proclamation naming April as Lions’ Sight Awareness Month. 

 

A proclamation naming April 13 through 19, 2014 as Library Week was then presented by 

the Commissioners to Susan Briant, Haddonfield Public Library Director and Mary Eklund 

from the Library Board of Trustees. 

 

Lastly, a proclamation naming April 7 through 15, 2014 as National Distracted Driving 

Campaign Week was presented by the Commissioners to Rachel Gould (Advisor) and 

Chris Ellis, Crawford Oswald, Francesca DiMedio, Sarah Ryan,  Sarah Jane Harrison, Tate 

Kamish, Alina DiBartolomeo; all members of the high school group leading this campaign. 

 

Commissioner Kasko explained ordinance 2014-04, which allows for the preservation of a 

CAP bank.  He noted that this is an annual ordinance and opened the Public Hearing.  As 

there were no questions asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the Public 

Hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Moscatelli.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

Ordinance 2014-05 was then introduced for first reading, which covers the salaries for all 

non-union employees.  Commissioner Kasko briefly explained the ordinance.  As no 

questions were asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on 

first reading.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the 2nd Reading and Public hearing would 

be held at the April 22, 2014 Commissioner Meeting. 

 

Next, ordinance 2014-06 was announced for first reading, which is a capital projects bond.  

Commissioner Kasko briefly reviewed the items covered in the ordinance and announced 

that the Public Hearing would be held at the April 22, 2014 Commissioner Meeting.  Kirk 

Peterson, Lakeview Avenue, asked which parking lot is scheduled for the improvements.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that it is the parking lot across from the Fire House and 

behind Jay West.  Mr. Peterson suggested putting in a rain garden at that location and 

asked the Commissioners to save the cherry trees located there.  He then asked what 

improvements to buildings and grounds would be done.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied 

that the Borough Hall must be retrofitted with sprinklers at a cost of $200,000 and the 

remaining balance would be for a new boiler in the building.  Lastly Mr. Peterson asked 

where the drainage projects would be done.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that there 

are 4-5 projects throughout town that are covered under this line item.  As there were no 

further questions the Commissioners voted unanimously on the ordinance for first reading. 

 

Once ordinance 2014-07 was introduced for first reading, which is a water and sewer 

bond ordinance Commissioner Moscatelli explained the work that would be 

accomplished under this bond.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the Public Hearing would 

be held at the May 22, 2014 Commissioner Meeting.  As there were no questions asked the 

Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Resolution 2014-04-08-060 was introduced, which introduced the Borough’s 2014 Budget.  

Commissioner Kasko announced that he would be holding a Budget Briefing on May 8, 

2014 at 7:30 pm in the Borough Hall.  He then briefly reviewed the budget information 

provided in the Budget Recapitulation.  The second reading and adopted will be held at 

the May 13, 2014 Commissioner Meeting.  He was very happy to be able to announce 

that the spending was held flat over last year’s budget and that there is a 0% property tax 

increase on the Borough portion of the residents’ tax bills; which cover roughly 17% of a 

resident’s bill.  Commissioner Rochford expressed his compliments to the department 

heads on keeping the spending down.  He also pointed out the new portion of the 

recapitulation document featured on page two that shows how much various items cost 

for an average asses home in Haddonfield.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the 

Commissioners were very cognizant of the water increase this year and were very happy 

to be able to have no increase over last year in the tax bills.  He noted that the tax base 

had shrunk by a small degree, which made it ever more difficult to achieve a 0% increase 

budget.  He hopes for an increase in the tax base for the next year, which could 



potentially result in a decrease in the tax rate.  He is very proud to be able to present this 

budget.  Mr. Peterson asked if part of the work noted on page 11 would include the 

repaving of Pomona Avenue.  Commission Moscatelli replied affirmatively.  Mr. Peterson 

then noted that the donation to Celebrations Association is in the budget again for this 

year and asked if the Commissioners had inquired as to who their corporate sponsor is for 

the fireworks.  He has been asking for years that this donation not be made and that the 

group be required to obtain corporate sponsorship for the fireworks.  Commissioner 

Rochford replied that they do try to get as much money as possible in donations.  He also 

reviewed the number of events put on by the Celebrations Association; which are a 

benefit to the residents.  He stated that he would let them know of Mr. Peterson’s 

concerns.  As there were no further questions asked the Commissioners voted unanimously 

on the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-04-08-061 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2014-04-08-062 Authorization to Set Tax Rate for Open Space Tax Fund 

 

Resolution 2014-04-08-063 was then introduced, which approved an appointment to the 

Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. Peterson expressed his disappointment that this group is now 

all female and stated that there needs to be diversity on the Borough’s commissions.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that the Borough had tried to get others involved.  As no 

further questions were asked the Commissioners voted unanimously on the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-04-08-064 Authorization to Approve Taxi Cab License 

2014-04-08-065 Authorization for General Event Permit Application – Y’s Men Club 

2014-04-08-066 Authorization to Approve Amendment to Resolution 2014-03-25-055 for 

Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC’s First Thursday Events 

 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, introduce 

themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance were Abby Wahl, 

Linden Avenue; Lily Sullivan, Barberry Lane; Briana Lavine, Homestead Avenue, Brice 

Sullivan, Barberry Lane; and Jack Shea, Jefferson Avenue, who asked the Commissioners 

why they wanted to become a Commissioner.  Commissioner Kasko replied that he had 

always been interested in government and how to give back to his community.  

Commissioner Rochford replied that he grew up in this town and likes to help people.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that he likes living here and this was a good opportunity 

to step up and help.  Also in attendance was Nate Jensen, West Park Avenue, who asked 

Commissioner Kasko how he feels about being voted in as the Mayor.  Commissioner 

Kasko replied that he is grateful to the other Commissioners for their support and thankful 

to the residents as well. 

 

Commissioner Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Peterson noted that in the past he has stated that a new fence should be put up 

around Tatem Gardens, but not he no longer feels that way since someone was stacked 

there recently.  He then asked the Police Chief to do something about the cars parking all 

the way to the street corner at Haddon Fortnightly when they have functions there.  This is 

a hazard.  Lastly he reminded the Commissioners that additional street lightly is needed 

there, as well as down Evergreen Lane because it is very dark. 

 

Mary Eklund, 119 North Drive, thanked the Commissioners for the excellent 

communications provided on the recent water rate increases. 

 

Ms. Sullivan, a fourth grade student and resident on Barberry Lane, asked the 

Commissioners if they had dreamed of becoming a Commissioner since they were kids.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that he hadn’t started thinking about it until college.  

Commissioner Rochford stated that this decision came to him much later, but that he 

hoped that the fourth grade students coming to these meeting would be so inspired.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that he had not thought of doing this as a child. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made the following announcements:  

1) Regarding the recent burglaries – he was very happy to announce that the 

suspects have been apprehended and our Detective Bureau has done a great job 

in questioning them and being able to link them to a number of crimes throughout 

the area. 



2) A house fire on N. Hinchman Avenue – the family there has lost everything and 

needs help.  He referenced various ways in which residents could make monetary 

donations to help this family.  This information will also be put on our website. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


